ENG2DE	               Exploring Prejudice in To Kill a Mockingbird		     Name:
_______________________________________________________________________________

As we discussed last week, the theme of prejudice between opposing individuals and groups creates a tension that runs throughout the whole story. There is tension between males and females, blacks and whites, and different socioeconomic groups. This theme is relevant today because these prejudices are still with us and have to be resolved. 

Your Task: Answer one of the following questions by writing a thesis statement and supporting it with points, proofs, and explanations. You will write an essay outline as if planning an argumentative essay answering this question. 

1) Atticus says that it’s a “sin to kill a mockingbird” (90), using it as a metaphor to represent innocence. Which character is a metaphorical mockingbird in this novel? 

2) Although Scout is the protagonist and narrator, she is not necessarily the hero. Which character is a hero in the novel, particularly when it comes to challenging prejudice?

3) Taking into consideration the time and place in which it was written, is To Kill a Mockingbird a socially progressive or a racist or sexist novel (choose one)? Why does it portray race and gender the way it does?

Please do the following:

· write a thesis statement that answers what (your topic), how (which examples you will use to prove your argument), and so what (why this argument is significant, interesting, or important)
· include at least 2-3 points (each would be its own body paragraph in a full essay) with at least one proof (quotation from the novel) and an explanation for each
· type your outline so it mimics the structure below (Arabic numbers, letters, and roman numerals, as well as spacing, to organize points, proofs, and explanations) 
· use only your copy of the novel and your brain: do not use online sources  
· include a Works Cited page with your outline with the novel’s information properly organized

(Note: You will not actually write this essay; this is a preliminary step to introduce you to the argumentative essay structure.)

Outline Structure: 

Thesis Statement: 

For example, your thesis statement might name the character (what) that you think best epitomizes the metaphorical role of the mockingbird in Harper Lee’s To Kill a Mockingbird, the key reasons why (how) and why this is important (so what).

1. Point: the first key reason that supports your argument

a) Proofs: specific examples and quotations from the novel to support your reason why 

ENG2DE	          Who Are the Mockingbirds in To Kill a Mockingbird?		Name:
_______________________________________________________________________________

Outline Structure Continued: 

	i. Explanation: indicate the significance of the above proofs in supporting your 			argument and the overall relevance of this to the novel, its themes, character 			development, plot, and/or the reader’s response to it

2. Point: 

a) Proofs

i. Explanation (and continue a third time if necessary)
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Rubric
	
	Level 4:
80-100%
	Level 3:
70-79%
	Level 2:
60-69%
	Level 1:
50-59%

	Reading and Literature Studies 

Making Inferences 1.4 make and explain inferences about texts, including increasingly complex texts, supporting their explanations with well-chosen stated and implied ideas from the texts 

/10
	Essay outline includes exceptionally strong choices of character and specific proofs from the text, which are explained in a highly insightful and critical way
	Essay outline includes good choices of character and specific proofs from the text, which are explained in an insightful way
	Essay outline includes choice of character and proofs from the text, but they may be missing clarity or insightful explanations 
	Essay outline does not include convincing choice of character and/or proofs from the text, and is missing clear and/or insightful explanations  

	Writing 

Organizing Ideas 1.4 identify, sort, and order main ideas and supporting details for writing tasks, using a variety of strategies and organizational patterns suited to the content and the purpose for writing 

/10
	Essay outline’s thesis statement, points, proofs, and explanations are exceptionally clear and well-organized, perfectly modeling the structure in the handout
	Essay outline’s thesis statement, points, proofs, and explanations are clear and well-organized 
	Essay outline’s thesis statement, points, proofs, and explanations are somewhat clear and/or well-organized 
	Essay outline’s thesis statement, points, proofs, and explanations are lacking in clarity and/or organization 
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