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Writing Your Own Urban Legend: Graphic Organizer
     Name:
____________________________________________________________________________
Your Task: You will each write your own urban legend that must include:
· a topic that is considered exciting (related to death, crime, horror, celebrities, etc.)

· a story that is meant to be told orally (something that was “heard from a friend-of-a-friend”)

· a clear beginning, middle, and end to establish the action
· descriptive details (the 5 senses) to develop the setting and create atmosphere

· specific adjectives to describe the characters and events (but no specific names)

· a twist, warning or moral lesson at the end

Through the creation of your urban legend, you will demonstrate your understanding of the elements of narrative and specific elements of the urban legend genre.
Key Information:
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Setting:

	Specific Place 

	

	Sights
	

	Sounds
	

	Smells
	

	Weather


	

	Time (year, season, time of day)
	


Main Character(s):
	Name:

	Name:

	Physical Description:


	Physical Description:



	Personality Description:


	Personality Description:




	Name:

	Name:

	Physical Description:


	Physical Description:



	Personality Description:


	Personality Description:




Additional Characters or Details (if necessary):

Urban Legend Graphic Organizer
· Make point-form notes to plan the overall plot of your urban legend
	Background Information (who “told” you this legend)
	 Exposition
	Inciting Incident

	
	
	

	Rising Action #1
	Rising Action #2
	Rising Action #3



	
	
	

	Climax
	Falling Action
	Resolution with Twist and Moral/Message 

	
	
	


Now Begin Writing a Rough Draft of your Urban Legend:
	Introduction: Background Information about the Legend

(Hook? Who is involved? When did this happen? Where did this take place?)

	Hook:____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
In any particular order

· Who is involved?

· When and where did the legend occur?

· What is the inciting incident that will eventually lead to the climax?

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	Body Paragraphs: Rising action and climax

	Explain what happens next in your urban legend as it gets more intense:

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	Conclusion

	Explain how the details fall into place and the dramatic “twist” at the end!
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Theme, Message, or Moral of the story:

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________




Urban Legend Checklist:
· Urban Legend begins by mentioning who told you this story, as well as with an interesting hook to capture the reader/listener’s attention
· Urban Legend tells a story, with a beginning, middle and end

· Elements of an urban legend:  story is somewhat believable

· Characters are described clearly but not in too much detail (no names, approximate ages)
· There are no missing details (who, what, when, where, why, how)

· Story is written in 3-5 paragraphs, with natural paragraph breaks and transitions 
· Word choice (diction) is strong (very few overused words, many interesting and specific adjectives)

· Story wraps up with an effective conclusion and includes a twist, theme, message or moral to the story
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     Urban Legend Rubric 



Name:
	
	Level 4:

80-100%
	Level 3:

70-79%
	Level 2:

60-69%
	Level 1:

50-59%

	Knowledge

Identifying Topic, Purpose, and Audience 1.1 identify the topic, purpose, and audience for different types of writing tasks
/10
	Graphic organizer includes highly specific topic, purpose, and audience that are highly appropriate to the urban legend
	Graphic organizer includes topic, purpose, and audience that are appropriate to the urban legend
	Graphic organizer includes some explanation of the topic, purpose, and audience that are somewhat appropriate to the urban legend
	Graphic organizer may include topic, purpose, and/or but they are not  appropriate to the urban legend

	Thinking 

Generating and Developing Ideas 1.2 generate and focus ideas for potential writing tasks
/10
	Details of urban legend are highly specific and clear in graphic organizer 

	Details of urban legend are specific and clear in graphic organizer 

	Details of urban legend are only somewhat specific and/or clear in graphic organizer 

	Details of urban legend are not specific and are  often unclear in graphic organizer 


	Communication 

Organizing Ideas 1.4 identify, sort, and order main ideas and supporting details for writing tasks
/10
	Urban legend follows a highly engaging and clear plot line (catchy hook, exposition, inciting incident, rising action, climax, falling action, resolution, and twist ending with a moral or message) with strong transitions between paragraphs

	Urban legend follows an interesting and clear plot line (catchy hook, exposition, inciting incident, rising action, climax, falling action, resolution, and twist ending with a moral or message) with transitions between paragraphs
	Urban legend attempts to follow a clear plot line (hook, exposition, inciting incident, rising action, climax, falling action, resolution, and twist ending with a moral or message) with some missing or weak transitions between paragraphs

	Urban legend does not follow a a clear plot line (hook, exposition, inciting incident, rising action, climax, falling action, resolution, and/or twist ending with a moral or message) with no clear transitions between paragraphs

	Application 

Producing Finished Works 3.7 produce pieces of published work to meet criteria based on the curriculum (Sentence Craft and Fluency 2.4  and Diction 2.3)
/10
	Final urban legend is exceptionally well edited, including accurate spelling, capitalization, grammar, and punctuation, and highly appropriate and diverse diction and sentence structure 

	Final urban legend is well edited, including good spelling, capitalization, grammar, and punctuation, and appropriate diction and sentence structure 
	Final urban legend is somewhat well edited, including somewhat accurate spelling, capitalization, grammar, and/or punctuation, and includes some appropriate diction and sentence structure
	Final urban legend is not well edited, including many errors in spelling, capitalization, grammar, and/or punctuation, and inappropriate diction and sentence structure


Topic or Subject of Urban Legend:





Purpose: to…





Specific Audience: 

















