
ENG4U				Culminating Activity				Name:
___________________________________________________________________________________

Literature and media shape, forecast, and/or reflect the culture, mood, reality, and experiences (or, in other words, the zeitgeist) of a given culture.  What we read, watch and listen to help dictate how we view and ultimately how we feel about the world, and provides us with the tools to then interpret and formulate our own opinions of the world around us. 

Your Task: Create your own original observation and argument about an aspect of our culture. You will need to choose, read, and research at least three (3) sources: one (1) work of literary fiction (classic or contemporary), at least one (1) media text (a television series, a film, a comic, an album), and one (1) non-fiction source (academic journal article, nonfiction book, articles, etc.).

The purpose of these texts is not to compare these sources with each other, but to use them to reinforce your original argument, by using the information within them to support points, perspectives, and ideas. 

You may choose from any number of topics—the list is endless—but you must remember to make your own original argument about the topic. Here are just a few examples:

· global economic recession
· our cultural celebration of idiocy and anti-intellectualism
· religious conflicts and extremism
· the importance of nurturing relationships 
· the dysfunctional family unit
· youth rebellion and nonconformity 
· the benefits of technology
· the immigrant journey 
· challenging “traditional” or “normative” roles of sexuality in the LGBTQ community

Here are some specific examples on which students from the 2011-2012 year wrote:

	Topic
	Your Observation/Original Argument:
	Your Textual Support:

	The treatment of inner-city youth
	Inner city youth are denied opportunities, leading to increased levels of poverty across communities. This further prevents businesses and government from investing in these at-risk communities, creating a vicious circle.
	Paul Beatty’s contemporary novel The White Boy Shuffle, John Singleton’s film Boyz ‘N the Hood, and a New York Times article about inner city youth would all serve to help support your original argument. 

	The stigmas associated with mental illnesses and disabilities 
	We must reduce the perceived limitations set by mental illness and/or disabilities, from depression to autism, which only impede those with unique talents and abilities. 
	Ken Kesey’s classic novel One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest, the recent HBO film Temple Grandin, and the TED talk by Temple Grandin about autism would all serve to help support your original argument.

	The sexualisation of youth
	Youth are sexualized by an adult culture that views them as the embodiment and reincarnation of their own lost youth.



	Vladmir Nobakov’s classic novel Lolita, the (nonfiction) documentary Sexy Inc and a series of news articles on Justin Bieber., and cultural theorist Neil Postman’s book The Disappearance of Childhood would all help to support your original argument.




ENG4U				Culminating Activity				Name:
___________________________________________________________________________________

Your Assignment: You will write a formal Argumentative Essay using your own original argument and showing how your three chosen texts support (or, in some cases, refute) your claims about the culturally significant observation you have made about the world around you. Then you will lead a small group Socratic seminar discussion, using discussion questions and techniques to engage your peers in a highly relevant academic debate about the general themes related to your specific topic.

Before you get to this point, however, you will begin by choosing your novel, beginning to read it, and writing an Essay Proposal and Essay Outline.


Steps:								Projected Due Dates:

1) Essay Proposal due for teacher feedback 			_____________________

2) Essay Outline due for teacher feedback			_____________________

3) Annotated Bibliography due					_____________________
 	
4) Argumentative essay rough draft due	 for peer feedback	_____________________ 	
			
5) Argumentative essay final copy due			_____________________	



Library Dates and In-Class Work Periods: 

Essay Proposal				________________________________________

Essay Outline				________________________________________

Rough Draft				________________________________________

Peer Editing/Revising 			________________________________________
			









Once the essays are near completion, you will begin planning your Socratic seminars, which will take place in the final weeks of the course.

ENG4U		       Culminating Activity Book Suggestion List			Name:
___________________________________________________________________________________

NORTH AMERICAN LITERATURE

Atwood, Margaret The Handmaid’s Tale A dystopian American society in which the birth rate is 	threateningly low and fertile women are forced to procreate with wealthy men

Beatty, Paul White Boy Shuffle An irreverent and satirical tale of a young African-American man’s 	search for his identity as he grows up in a predominantly white community.

Burroughs, Augusten Running with Scissors A writer’s memoir of his dysfunctional family life as he 	lived with his mother’s bizarre therapist and struggled to find his sexuality.

Chabon, Michael The Amazing Adventures of Kavalier and Clay A talented young man escapes from 	Nazi Europe and joins his Brooklyn cousin drawing and creating comics in post-war US.	 

Erdrich, Louise Love Medicine A series of short stories comprise this novel that explores life on the reservation for a group of aboriginal Americans who struggle with infidelity, addiction, religious faith, and coming home again. 

Franzen, Jonathan The Corrections This dark comedy follows a family’s attempt to have one last Christmas together despite their personal failings and conflicts. 

Kerouac, Jack On the Road An exploration of the 1950s beat movement as two friends cross the US as an exploration of freedom and experiment with sex and illicit drugs.

Kesey, Ken One Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest A novel about a power struggle between the head nurse and one of the male patients in a mental institution.

Kogawa, Joy Obasan Japanese-Canadians are interned during World War II, leading a young girl who lived through the experience with the support of her family to revisit this pain.

Lam, Vincent Bloodletting and Miraculous Cures A group of young doctors move from the challenges of med school to the intense world of emergency rooms amidst romances and personal struggles. 

McCarthy, Cormac The Road A post-apocalyptic tale describing a journey taken by a father and son as they witness destroyed civilization.

Miller, Arthur Death of a Salesman The tragedy of a typical American who, at age 63, is faced with 	what he cannot face: defeat and disillusionment in the face of the American Dream.

Mistry, Rohinton Tales from Firozsha Baag A collection of stories from an apartment in Bombay, India, as families struggle to make ends meet and maintain cultural practices amidst national changes.

Naylor, Gloria The Women of Brewster Place Brewster Place is a housing complex that is home to 	working class woman from a variety of backgrounds who each tell their intertwining stories.

O’Neill, Heather Lullabies for Little Criminals Thirteen year old Baby practically lives on the streets of Montreal due to her absent mother and heroin-addicted father.

Palahniuk, Chuck Fight Club An unnamed narrator meets Tyler Durden, a mysterious and destructive 	man with whom he starts a fight club for young professionals.

Patchett, Ann Bel Canto Based on the Lima Crisis in Peru, a group of terrorists hold high executives and 	politicians hostage, exploring how they cope with living in a house together for several months. 

Perotta, Tom The Abstinence Teacher Ruth Ramsey’s job as a sex ed teacher is threatened when a new 	policy enforces abstinence-only education.

Plath, Sylvia The Bell Jar The heartbreaking story of a talented young woman's descent into madness. 

Quinn, Daniel Ishmael Examines mythology, its effect on ethics, and how it relates to environmental sustainability as a man and a gorilla communicate telepathically. 

Richler, Mordecai Cocksure A satirical work, the novel centres on Mortimer Griffin, a middle-class Anglican who has built a successful career as a publisher and editor in 1960s London. 

Roth, Philip American Pastoral Upper middle class life is disrupted amidst the turmoil of the 1960s when 	a young woman sets off a bomb in protest against US involvement in Vietnam.

Safran Foer, Jonathan Extremely Loud and Incredibly Close A precocious young boy tries to find clues he thinks were left by his father, who was killed in the World Trade Centre in 9/11. 

Salinger, J.D. The Catcher in the Rye A prep school dropout rejects the "phoniness" he sees around him. 

Selvadurai, Shyam Funny Boy A young man struggles with his sexuality and first forbidden love in civil war-torn Sri Lanka.

Shields, Carol Unless A middle-aged mother struggles to accept the cold, capitalist society in which her teenage daughters will grown up. 

Steinbeck, John Grapes of Wrath The story of a farm family’s Depression-era journey from the dustbowl of Oklahoma to the California migrant labour camps in search of a better life.

Stowe, Harriet Beecher Uncle Tom's Cabin The tale that awakened a nation about slavery. 

Tan, Amy The Joy Luck Club After her mother's death, a young Chinese-American woman learns of her mother's tragic early life in China.

Vassanji, M. G. The In-Between World of Vikram Lall As an Indian child growing up in 1950s 	Kenya, 	Vikram Lall is at the centre of two warring worlds—one of childhood innocence, the other a 	colonial world of repression in which the innocent often meet with the cruellest of fates.

Walker, Alice The Color Purple Celie describes a life of child abuse in poorly written letters to God. 	Celie continues to struggle with her treatment as a woman into adulthood. 

Williams, Tennessee A Streetcar Named Desire Blanche Dubois' fantasies of refinement and grandeur are 	brutally destroyed by her brother-in-law.
	

WORLD LITERATURE


Achebe, Chinua Things Fall Apart Okonkwo, a proud village leader, is driven to murder and suicide by 	European changes to his traditional Ibo society.

Amis, Kingsley Lucky Jim Jim reluctantly teaches at a university and struggles to conform to bourgeois British society.

Austen, Jane Pride and Prejudice Love and marriage among the English country gentry of 	Victorian England.  

Barker, Pat Union Street Deals with the harsh working-class lives of various women living in a 	particular neighbourhood in 1980s England.

Beckett, Samuel Waiting for Godot Powerful, symbolic portrayal of the human condition and our 	collective lack of religious faith. 

Bronte, Charlotte Jane Eyre An intelligent and passionate governess falls in love with a strange, moody man tormented by dark secrets.

Camus, Albert The Stranger The novel's narrator journeys into the Congo where he discovers the extent to which greed can corrupt a good man.

Conrad, Joseph Heart of Darkness A man who is virtually unknown to both himself and others commits a pointless murder for which he has no explanation.

Defoe, Daniel Robinson Crusoe The adventures of a man who spends 24 years on an isolated island.  

Desai, Kiran The Inheritance of Loss The lives of two young Indians—one in India, one in America—	are intertwined as they deal with love, survival, and cultural upheaval. 

Dostoevski, Feodor Crime and Punishment A psychological novel about a poor student who murders an 	old woman pawnbroker and her sister.

Flaubert, Gustave Madame Bovary In her extramarital affairs, a bored young wife seeks unsuccessfully to 	find the emotional experiences she craves. 

Garcia Marquez, Gabriel One Hundred Years of Solitude A technique called magical realism is used in this portrait of seven generations in the lives of the Buendia family.

Haddon, Mark The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time A teenage boy with autism finds a dead dog in his neighbourhood and his quest to solve this murder mystery ensues. 

Huxley, Aldous Brave New World A dystopian and futuristic satire in which the world is 	controlled by 	advances in science and social changes. 

Ibsen, Henrik Hedda Gabler A bored Victorian housewife decides to play God—tormenting friends 	and past lovers with vicious rumours and even supplying them with guns.

Joyce, James A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man A novel about a young man growing up in 	Ireland and rebelling against family, country, and religion.

Kincaid, Jamaica Annie John A young Caribbean woman fights against colonial rule—and her 	mother—in an oppressive system that leaves her no choice but to leave.

Kundera, Milan The Unbearable Lightness of Being Set in 1968 Prague, the novel details the 	circumstances of life for artists and intellectuals in Communist Czechoslovakia. 

Murray, Paul Skippy Dies This dark comedy follows the awkward Skippy and his friends, as well as several teachers and priests, as they all experience tragedy at a private boys’ school in Ireland.

Orwell, George 1984 Life under a futuristic totalitarian regime, exploring how surveillance and 	propaganda function in maintaining a brutal government’s control over its people. 

Remarque, Erich Maria All Quiet on the Western Front A young German soldier in World War I experiences pounding shellfire, hunger, sickness, and death.

Roy, Arundhati The God of Small Things A young woman returns to her small town in India, revisiting a past that reminds her of her estranged mother’s illicit affair with an Untouchable.

Rushdi, Salman The Satanic Verses Inspired by the life of Muhammad, the novel traces how the prophet was tricked into revealing verses of the Qur’an to Satan.

Saramago, Jose Blindness The story of an unexplained mass epidemic of blindness of everyone in an unnamed city and the social breakdown that follows.

Shaw, Bernard Arms and the Man A comical play about the opposing beliefs between romanticism 	and idealism of both war and love.

Shelley, Mary W. Frankenstein A gothic tale of terror in which a doctor creates a monster from corpses.

Sijie, Dai Balzac and the Little Chinese Seamstress During the height of the Chinese Cultural Revolution, the sons of two allegedly reactionary doctors are sent to a remote village to be re-educated by hard work and peasant living—but are introduced to western literature. 

Solzhenitsyn, Aleksander One Day in the Life of Ivan Denisovich Ivan Denisovich Shukhov endures one more day in a Siberian prison camp and finds joy in survival.

Weisel, Elie Night A searing account of the Holocaust as experienced by a 15-year-old boy.  

Wells, H.G. The Time Machine A scientist invents a machine that transports him into the future.

Wilde, Oscar The Importance of Being Earnest Comedy exposing quirks and foibles of Victorian society.
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You are by no means restricted to this list; it is simply a suggested jumping off point to get you started; however, you must choose a work of literary fiction and not simply a work of popular/bestseller/genre fictio
