ENG4U		    Group Essay Analysis and Seminar Presentation		Name:
___________________________________________________________________________________

Your Task: In groups of 2-3, students will read, analyze, and present on a well-written and insightful published essay by using a university-level presentation and seminar discussion questions, as well as a variety of audio-visual aids and activities to reinforce the essay’s thesis and main themes.

We will borrow the library set of iPads to search for essays. I would recommend the following sites:

-Arts and Letters Daily		-The AV Club
-Boston Globe Ideas			-Salon
-Slate					-The New Yorker
-The New York Times			-The Toronto Star 
-The Economist			-Forbes
-The Walrus				-Wired
-Psychology Today			-I have also uploaded several essays to levelyenglish.com 

1) Choosing Your Essay

· Choose the partner(s) with whom and the essay on which you want to present
· Be sure you feel comfortable working with your peers and that your group will equally distribute the work
· Choose an essay that both challenges and interests you and that has themes relevant and/or intriguing to your peers

2) Group Preparation

· Together complete three graphic organizers to detail the summary and analysis of your essay
· The purpose of these organizers is to show that you understand the:
a) Meaning (paraphrase the thesis statement, main ideas, and purpose)
b) Form (classify point of view, sources of information, tone and structure)
c) Style (identify and assess the impact of four different rhetorical devices used)
· Your graphic organizer template must be submitted the day of your group’s presentation.

3) Group Presentation

· Prepare a visual presentation (Prezi or Power Point) that clearly and thoroughly summarizes the essays’ key points and makes your topic relevant and interesting to your peers (this ensures that both visual and verbal learning styles are met)
· Your presentation must be accompanied by a class activity that incorporates the third of the major learning styles (hands-on) into your seminar presentation
· You must create at least 3 relevant and authentic discussion questions to engage the class. These questions can be asked at any point throughout the presentation

My Presentation date: _________________	Presentation Date Checklist:

· All group members have presentation saved, ready on memory key AND emailed 
· Final draft of graphic organizer is submitted
· Presentation is rehearsed and all group members are prepared

ENG4U			Group Essay Presentation Rubric			Name:

	
	Level 4:
80-100%
	Level 3:
70-79%
	Level 2:
60-69%
	Level 1:
50-59%

	Reading and Literature Studies 

Demonstrating Understanding of Content 1.3 identify the most important ideas and supporting details in texts, including complex and challenging texts 

Making Inferences 1.4 make and explain inferences of increasing subtlety and insight about texts, supporting their explanations with well-chosen stated and implied ideas from the texts 

	Group presents essay summary and information in a highly clear, logical, and interesting sequence which audience can follow. Group demonstrates full knowledge of the essay’s content, summarizing the thesis, main ideas, and purpose of the essay in a highly insightful and interesting way.
	Group presents essay summary and information in a clear and interesting sequence which audience can follow. Group demonstrates knowledge of the essay’s content, summarizing the thesis, main ideas, and purpose of the essay in an insightful/interesting way.
	Group attempts to present essay summary and information clearly. Group attempts to demonstrate knowledge of the essay’s content, summarizing the thesis, main ideas, and purpose of the essay.
	Group does not present essay summary and information clearly or interestingly. Group demonstrates weak knowledge and understanding of the essay’s content, thesis, main ideas, and purpose.

	Reading and Literature Studies 

Extending Understanding of Texts 1.5 extend understanding of texts by making rich and increasingly insightful connections between the ideas in them and personal knowledge, experience, and insights; other texts; and the world around them 

	Group creates authentic, highly relevant, analytical, complex, higher order thinking questions that are accessible to and highly engaging for the audience.
	Group creates authentic, relevant, analytical, higher order thinking questions that are accessible to and engaging for the audience.
	Group attempts to create authentic and relevant questions that are accessible to and engaging for the audience.
	Group does not create discussion questions that are authentic, relevant, or analytical, and/or does not effectively engage the audience. 

	Oral Communication 

Audio-Visual Aids 2.7 use a variety of audio-visual aids effectively to support and enhance oral presentations and to engage an audience 

	Along with a highly sophisticated visual presentation, group demonstrates superior ability to communicate to all audience members using at least one of each visual, auditory and hands on styles.
	Along with a sophisticated visual presentation, group demonstrates strong ability to communicate to all audience members using at least one of each visual, auditory and hands on styles.
	Visual presentation is good and group attempts to communicate to audience members using at least one of each visual, auditory and hands on styles.
	Visual presentation is weak. Group does not communicate effectively with audience and/or does not use all three learning styles.

	Oral Communication

Vocal Strategies 2.5 identify a variety of vocal strategies, including tone, pace, pitch, and volume, and use them effectively and with sensitivity to audience needs 
	Group delivers a highly professional, well-prepared, and confident presentation that applies consistent eye contact, an ideal note-taking pace, and an enthusiastic, appropriate tone and volume.
	Group delivers a professional/well-prepared presentation that applies eye contact, good note-taking pace, and an enthusiastic, appropriate tone and volume.
	Group delivers a somewhat prepared presentation that applies some eye contact, and somewhat paced note-taking pace, tone and volume.
	Group delivers a presentation that lacks professionalism, confidence, and/or preparedness.








ENG4U		       Constructing Effective Questions			Name:
______________________________________________________________________________

The art of asking questions is one of the basic skills of leading an interesting and effective seminar. Through the art of thoughtful questioning seminar leaders can extract not only factual information, but aid the audience (or learners) in connecting concepts, making inferences, increasing awareness, encouraging creative and imaginative thought, aiding critical thinking processes, and generally helping them explore deeper levels of knowing, thinking, and understanding.

As you examine the categories below, reflect on your own educational experiences and see if you can ascertain which types of questions were used most often by different teachers. 

Hone your questioning skills by practicing asking different types of questions, and try to monitor your teaching so that you include varied levels of questioning skills. Remember to use one of the suggested key words in your questions to clarify to your audience what type of response you are hoping to elicit. 

There are six basic types of questions, ranging from lower- to higher-order thinking:




1) Knowledge (memorization): Students recall, remember, or recognize information. These are usually at the lowest level of cognitive or affective processes and answers are frequently either right or wrong.

Key Words: Name, list, recall, define, tell, match, who, what, when, where

Example: Name the Shakespearean play about the Prince of Denmark.




2) Comprehension (understanding): Students, at a fundamental level, translate information into different forms, relate discrete facts, or generalize

Key Words: Extrapolate, interpret, translate, describe, diagram, illustrate, state, explain, summarize, give an example, how many

Example: On reflecting over the entirety of the play Hamlet, explain the main reasons for Ophelia’s descent into insanity? 



ENG4U		       Constructing Effective Questions			Name:
______________________________________________________________________________



3) Application (problem-solving): Students apply learned material to a new and concrete situation

Key Words: Solve, predict, apply, use, extend, expand, if.....then, what if.....

Example: According to our western definition of insanity, predict whether or not Hamlet would be declared criminally insane after killing his uncle.



4) Analysis (dissection): Students identify the component parts of a whole (e.g., problem or phenomena) and the relationships among the parts

Key Words: Diagram, distinguish, analyze, identify, compare, contrast, why

Example: Like many authors, Shakespeare dwells partly on the pain of unrequited love in Hamlet.  Analyze why the theme of painful love is so often intertwined with good literature and identify its never ending appeal to readers.


5) Synthesis (creation): Students combine two or more elements into a new combination or set of relationships

Key Words: Plan, create, devise, prove, relate, reorganize, combine, pull-together

Example: Relate how Shakespeare’s writing style and content are connected to reinforce romantic themes and dramatic elements?


6) Evaluation (judgment): Students critically assess the quality or judge the value of a piece of work based on internal evidence or external criteria 

Key Words: Criticize, evaluate, grade, interpret, judge, justify, rank, rate

Example: Evaluate Hamlet’s reasons for hating his uncle Claudius. Assuming that he was not insane, but simply vengeful, was he justified in murdering him? 





ENG4U			Group Work Self-Evaluation Sheet			Name:
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Use this form to honestly assess how well you and your group functioned. 

Personal Contribution (6)

 Check best choice                                                             Seldom       Sometimes         Always
	Contributed unique ideas and took risks
	
	
	

	Flexible; respected others’ ideas/ compromised

	
	
	

	Positively encouraged group members
	
	
	

	Took initiative when needed 

	
	
	

	Helped to solve problems
	
	
	

	Did my share of the workload/tasks

	
	
	



1. How would you describe your individual performance during the presentation? (2)






2. Using the feedback that I provided on your rubric or your own ideas, name two specific steps that you could take to improve your preparation, performance or presentation skills in the future. (2)

	1)

	2)

3. My two greatest strengths in preparation, performance or presentation are: (2)

	1)
 
	2)


4. List any concerns you had about your group, the essay, or the assignment.
[bookmark: _GoBack]

2: ESSAY FORM
Your Task: in point-form, write at least one point for each section, followed by a quotation or proof from the essay that supports it.                /8

SOURCES OF INFORMATION
POINT OF VIEW









STRUCTURE
TONE







3: ESSAY STYLE


Your Task: choose four different rhetorical devices; for each, quote the first four words of the sentence in which it is found (followed by paragraph and page number) and explain its effect and how it contributes to the essay.      /12




Your Task: paraphrase what you think are the thesis, purpose, and key ideas of the essay; together, these three sections should serve as an effective summary of the overall essay and should be included in presentation.                                   /7
PURPOSE
To…
1: ESSAY MEANING



THESIS
KEY IDEAS
· 
· 
· 
· 
· 



RHETORICAL DEVICE


QUOTATION (para. and pg#)


EFFECT






RHETORICAL DEVICE


QUOTATION (para. and pg#)


EFFECT





RHETORICAL DEVICE


QUOTATION (para. and pg#)


EFFECT





RHETORICAL DEVICE


QUOTATION (para. and pg#)


EFFECT






